HOCKEY WRITERS’ CLUB AGM MINUTES 14th FEBRUARY 2024.

The AGM meeting was held online through ‘Zoom’, commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Jade Bloomfield (JB), Susan Edghill (SE), Rod Gilmour (RG), Andy Mair (AM), Lynne Morgan
(LM), Tao MacLeod (TM), Simon Webb (SW), Morley Pecker (MP) Shahid Khan (SK).

1. Apologies for absence: Nick Irvine, Howard Bentham, Bob Davis, Pat Rowley, Jennifer Broh,
Mike Haymonds.

2. Minutes of the 50th AGM
The minutes have been previously made available through the HWC website.

3. Matters arising N/A.
4. Chairman’s Report was narrated by MH on behalf of JB.

A huge thank you to SE and MH for all of their hard work for the Club over the years, as they are
stepping down from the committee.

Congratulation to the winners at this year’s Awards Lunch: Nick Bandurak, Laura Roper,

And to Rod Gilmour in receiving the Graham Wilson award, which we managed to keep quiet and
spring on him..

It has been a good year for hockey, with competitions such as the Hockey 5’s World Cup at Muscat,
Oman. The Olympic Qualifying tournaments saw both GB teams progress for Paris 2024.

5. Treasurer’s Report by SE, who shared her screen for the meeting to see the accounts.

With thanks to Peter Colwill, who verifies the figures, the accounts are shown below.

Hopefully we can continue to expand the membership. Many of the new members have been
photographers, some of whom have gone on to become full members.

Sixty-two attended the Awards Lunch. SW asked the reasons for the Awards Lunch making a loss.
SE said that most of that is due to the cost of the trophies (despite them being supplied at a
beneficial price) and that the venue costs have greatly increased. Some members have suggested
alternative venues, but the balance of facilities and cost are varied. SE also reported that the cost
of the annual awards may require further thought in the future, with the possibility of not giving
individual salvers to winners etc., due to the projected cost in the future.

JB emphasised the need for further sponsorship to bolster the funds available for more events.



MP gave his thanks to SE for all of her work as treasurer.

SE proposed Peter Colwill to oversee the accounts compilation again, for 2023, with your
agreement, and thanked all for the continued support.

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 2022.
SE’s proposal of Peter Colwill to continue to oversee the accounts was agreed in the

meeting.

The accounts were approved by a vote from the meeting.

6. Election of Officers
The current committee members: Jade Bloomfield, Rod Gilmour, Andy Mair, Lynne Morgan were
re-elected. AM as Hon. Secretary, LM as Membership Secretary.

JB announced the intention of some members to join the committee: Simon Webb and Tao
MacLeod gave a precise of their history and work in hockey.

RG gave background information about Ben Saunders.
JB gave background information about Nikki Lloyd.
The meeting voted on them being accepted to the committee. All proposed names were accepted.

8. Amendments to the HWC constitution
SE highlighted the need for the date of 2013 be added to the bottom of the document.

The proposed document was agree with the above amendment.

10. AOB

JB suggested that the oversees membership position has greatly changed over the years, with the
internet age enabling them to interact with the club, and that this classification should be
abolished, with current members being allowed to continue. This would mean that any new
oversees members would pay an annual fee, rather than a one-off as currently.

SE asked what we were able to offer the oversees members that would make it worthwhile for
them to join as a full member. RG responded that we should aim to provide social events/
meetings at International events, and perhaps a ‘Global’ type recognition at the awards lunch.

SW said that when attending media events at a variety of countries, that the club could act as a
lobbying device for attempting to gain more conformity in the standard of the facilities provided
for the press. The possibility of expanding to International Player of the Year to our annual awards.

MP suggested that more regular contact to oversee members/media would be a good step, with
emails/WhatsAp groups/newsletters. He also suggested that we could look in to setting up a
European bank account, to enable Euro payments more easily.

SK said that the connection with oversees members would need bolstering.

The meeting agreed that the committee should look at this proposal, with the intention of bringing
it to the next AGM.



JB also proposed that the committee needs to look at increasing the fee for all membership
categories, as it has not been raised in around a decade.

TM suggested that any new events that the HWC add to the calendar could be spread around the
UK, to enable members that cannot easily reach London for the Awards Lunch. JB suggested that
we have evening events that are attractive to the wider hockey family and sporting press. SE said
that it was suggested at this years lunch that the HWC awards could be combined with the England
Hockey Awards. TM said that we could host in Scotland/Wales/Northern Ireland, to support the
UK element of the awards. It could also be tied in with an International match/tournament within
the country, as hockey people will already be at the venue, making it easier for them to attend.

JB asked the committee to agree to the HWC to expanding social events, and looking at the
possibility of appointing a position of a social secretary. This was voted on and agreed.

MP asked how The Hockey Paper was ‘going’. RG replied that there is a year-on-year growth in
subscription for the digital output, and that there are hopes of continued expansion in this Olympic
Year. Expansion in to social media is an area that may help with new contact, or perhaps going into
a newsletter style reporting at major tournaments, such as the Olympic Games.

SK mentioned that he attended the OQ’s in Muscat, and that he agreed that areas such as Oman
will be increasingly hosting events, and supported our intention to ‘have a presence’ who possible.

JB thanked all attendees.

The AGM closed @ 20.12.



