
	

HOCKEY WRITERS’ CLUB AGM MINUTES 1st FEBRUARY 2023.	

The AGM meeting was held online through ‘Zoom’, commencing at 7.40pm.	

Present: Mike Haymonds (MH), Susan Edghill (SE), Rod Gilmour (RG), Andy Mair (AM), Lynne 
Morgan (LM), Shahid Khan (SK). 	

MH explained that he was acting as a stand-in Chairman due to JB currently being ‘in the air’, as his 
flight from Thailand has been rescheduled at late notice.	

1.  Apologies for absence:  Jade Bloomfield (JB), Michael Kurn (MK), Chris Brewer, Mike 	 	 	
Smith, Judy Smith, Simon Webb, Trish Heberle.	

2.  Minutes of the 49th AGM	
MH informed the meeting that the minutes for the last AGM were not available, due to the 	 	
passing of the then Secretary Ken Wilson.	

3.  Matters arising  N/A.	

4.  Chairman’s Report was narrated by MH on behalf of JB.	

“Firstly I would like to apologise for my absence this evening, and to put on record my thanks to 
Mike for standing in for me at short notice.	

2022 has been a year of ups and downs. Most notably the shock passing of a dear friend to so 
many, and our honourable secretary, Ken Wilson.  Ken was a great sounding board for me, and 
made my role of Chair an enjoyable one.	

2022 saw the biggest membership increase the Hockey Writers' Club has had for quite a few years.  
We pushed forward with our commitment to protect and promote the photographers of our 
sport.  Promoting through a number of channels with our 'Photographer of the Month' (and Year) 
competitions. Helping to protect our photographers’ work by working with NGB's to ensure images 
are not only credited correctly but also paid for.	

We saw two World Cups that showed hockey is still in a great place, but it also flagged how far we 
are still to go to gain mainstream media coverage.	

Finally, I would like to thank you for all your support and voting for me to be your Chairman for the 
last three years.  It is now time for me to step down from my role and wish the Hockey Writers' 
Club the best of luck moving forward.”	



5.  Treasurer’s Report by SE, who shared her screen for the meeting to see the accounts.	

“With thanks to Peter Colwill, who verifies the figures, the accounts are shown below.	

2022 was a consolidation year in terms of membership.  We had a couple of new members and, 
with thanks to the work of AM, we are adding more photographers to our base which we hope will 
turn into full membership.	

Unfortunately, we had to move the awards lunch from January to March because of the pandemic 
and some people were still reluctant to mix at that time.  We only had 66 who actually attended, 
two having dropped out at the last minute.  This meant that with quite a number of players and 
guests invited we made a loss against lunch income + sponsorship to costs going out, of just over 
£1,800.  With a similar change this year and at such short notice, we will have an additional loss.  
We are thankful to Simon Mason/Mercian for their continued sponsorship, but ideally we need to 
find another ‘Higgins Group’ type sponsorship for our youth and junior awards.	

Despite the losses I propose we continue with our annual membership fee of £10 (which gives 
those attending the lunch a £5 discount).  However, I also propose to increase the fee for the one 
off associate membership fee from £10 to £15 as we do not receive the full amount when bank 
costs are taken into account.  In the past cash was handed over so this wasn’t a cost that we had to 
bear.	

I propose Peter Colwill to oversee the accounts compilation again, for 2023, with your agreement.  
Thank you for your continued support.”	

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 2022.	



SE’s proposal of Peter Colwill to continue to oversee the accounts was agreed in the 	 	 	
meeting.	
	 	
The accounts were approved by a vote from the meeting.	

6.  Election of Officers	
MH chaired the meeting and informed the attendees of the resignation of JB after his three year 
tenure.  As there were no names proposed for Chairman, the meeting agreed that this should be 
left to the new committee to work upon as soon as practicable.	

The post of secretary has been temporarily filled this year by MH, after the passing of Ken Wilson.  
There were no names proposed for the secretary post, and once again the meeting agreed that 
this should be left to the new committee to work upon as soon as possible.	

The current committee members:  Rod Gilmour, Mike Haymonds, Susan Edghill and Andy Mair 
were re-elected for a one-year term.  Lynne Morgan was elected to join the committee.  Michael 
Kurn has stepped down from the committee.	

7.  Approval of new Hon Life Member	
Leandro Negre has been proposed by the committee.  Approved by the meeting. 	

8.  Media Relations with England Hockey	
MH praised the considerable work that JB has done during his tenure, to improve the 	 	 	
relations between the press and the EH communications department.  The development of 	 	
the link between EH/Hockey World News/The Hockey Paper has led to improvement in 	 	 	
online reporting.	

There are continued concerns with the approach of EH to the written press, particularly at 	 	
events, where the provided facilities are poor.  Concerns were raised at the paucity of 	 	 	
hockey coverage within the mainstream newspapers/press.	

LM reported that a recent ‘London area’ online meeting had been attended by an EH 	 	 	
media representative asking for club information, to begin to build a social calendar that 		 	
can be centrally held and publicised.	

9.  HWC Constitution	
The published constitution is in need of updating, and will need to be a priority for the 	 	 	
committee in coming months.  An updated constitution shall have to be approved at next 	 	
year’s AGM.	

10.  AOB	
RG suggested that there will once again need to be thought about the direction of the HWC if we 
are to adapt to greatly changed media demands.	

The AGM closed @ 20.20.	


